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Your Gift Will 
Change their 

future! 

FPA NEWS

The COVID-19 pandemic has come at an overwhelming cost to both developed and developing countries; 
Uganda is no exception. Despite having relatively few cases, the pandemic has been devastating to Uganda’s 
economy, and in particular, to its vulnerable communities.

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

Looking Forward to 
Welcoming Back our 

Students in 2022!
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Student receiving assignments at home. 

March 19, 2020 The Ministry of Education closed all 
schools in Uganda. A nation-wide lockdown was enacted on 
all non-essential business activities and public gatherings in 
the country. Motorized travel was banned with the exception 
of transport for cargo, and a national curfew was put in 
place. Airports were subsequently closed for all travel. 
Uganda ranks among the longest closures worldwide. Our 
students’ homes have no water, much less electricity, Wi-Fi, 
or any other means of virtual learning. School closures for 
them, meant that all learning ceased.  

In October of 2020, selected classes (Senior IV and Advanced Level) were allowed to return, provided strict 
health protocols were followed. Our teachers, staff and administrators were tasked with preparing students in a 
matter of months to sit for Senior IV Graduation Exams, an effort that would typically take an entire school 
year. Our students worked diligently to absorb the academic content needed for this final milestone. Despite 
the challenges of losing eight months of in-class practical learning, our students passed their mandated 
graduation tests. 

Most did well enough to receive partial scholarships for higher learning! This would normally be cause 
for celebration but, unfortunately, that wasn't possible. As we welcomed in 2021, we anxiously waited to hear 
from the government. The decision was made to keep schools closed. One consequence of this policy was the 
permanent closure of thousands of Ugandan schools. These tuition dependent schools were unable to meet 
operating costs including, payroll or even loan payments. They were financially destroyed. Moreover, it is 
estimated that tens of thousands of teachers were without employment, forced to leave their profession, and 
find another means of survival. FPA does not charge tuition to our families, as our students are selected based 
on significant need. We chose to continue to work with our teachers and staff during this period, developing an 
academic program that would offer safe, ongoing education for our students while adhering to government 
mandates. 

Thinking Outside of the Box!  

We collaborated with our Administrator, Head Master and Teachers to develop a means of safely reaching 
students within their villages. No small feat, given that our students come from several villages miles away 
from the campus. Teachers worked together to coordinate lesson plans for specific groups. Each village was 
appointed a representative, and that individual would coordinate the provision of lesson plans and materials to 
the group. Teachers would communicate with specific parents and they in turn, would reach out to community 
members. Assignments were collected and returned to the school to be graded by our teachers.  It's difficult to 
imagine the challenges that face these young women and men in everyday life, let alone when living under 
quarantine mandates, and increasing economic hardships. Their homes are basic structures devised to keep 
them safe from the elements. There is no electricity, no running water, no toilets, no refrigeration, no glass 
windows, etc. Many of our students first chore of the day is  retrieving water for their family. Many families 
earn what is needed daily to feed their loved ones, and a protracted closure has made that increasingly difficult. 
Even with these hardships, our students (and their families) remain committed to their studies.  
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While we firmly believe that nothing takes the place of in-person learning, this innovative approach has kept 
students engaged in learning and has proved to be an effective solution given the alternative of no school.         
We also know that without an alternative, many children fall victim to child labor schemes and early 
marriage. Dec. 15, 2021, The Ugandan Minister of Education states:  

The ingenuity and commitment displayed by FPA team and community members this year is something to be 
proud of! Keeping young adults, particularly young women, engaged in their future, ensures they’ll have a one. 
As we look to a brighter 2022, we wish you and yours’ a Happy, Healthy & Blessed New Year! 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT FPA PROGRAMS. JOIN US AT WWW.FPAUGANDA.ORG

Amos was born without the use of his legs. This would limit access to 
education for many children in Uganda, but not this young man. Read 
more about Amos’ inspiring story, and how supporting Special Needs 
Sponsorships can change the lives of young men and woman like 
him.

Investing in girls’ education strengthens economies and reduces 
inequality. It contributes to a more stable, resilient society, which 
uplifts not only the individual, but also her family, community and 
the collective country.

“The long closure of schools has adversely affected young girls who have 
fallen victim to defilement, teenage pregnancy, and child marriages.” 

http://WWW.FPAUGANDA.ORG
http://WWW.FPAUGANDA.ORG

